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Confirmation 
 Sunday  

Families and Classmates turnout in support and recognition 
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A list of the confirmed from Resurrection School appears with their new names below: 
�

��������	
���
�����������������
��������	
���
��������
���
�����
��
��������������
	�����������������
������������������������
���
�������������

���
�����
���������������������
�������������
����
���
������������ �������
!����������� �����������
������"�����������
��
����
���

��
����������������
������������
����������
!����#���	
���
����!��������
������$������
�"�������
��

���%��������#����
������$������� ��������

��&����������������
��
!������������ ��������
������$����������������

�
���������� �'(������

�
"�

��	
���
����'()�� ��
"�������������������������
)�
���������
���
������
��

����������������
���
��
���

��%�������������
!������	
���
����)���
��
)����������&����
����������������
�����������
�������*��������������
���� �����������
���
����
���!��������

�&���
!�� ������
�����

�&���
!+�����������������

�&���
��������������������
����

________________________________________________________________________________ 



Talent Show 

 

Why I went to the Talent Show. 
To have fun, to see others my age have fun, while they act, 

And the kids in the audience laugh and dance along. 
They showed us some special talents? 

Some people are very good at finding their talents, 
 And some are not. 

There you can show people what you’ve got,  
By singing, dancing, acting, joking, playing music, juggling, magic tricking, monologging, pantomiming, 

acrobatting, reading poetry, stage crewing, and directing, it’s a show. 
You could do whatever you do well on stage. 

Not your cup of tea you say, 
“I’m good at sports, hobbies, riding, skating, reading,” then you can really ask yourself, 

 “Why should I give it a try?” 
And you’re right! 

But if you are loud and like to talk and sing and make noise, 
You could do a show and you’d be heard, 

By an audience. 
 Seen in reality and not in fantasy. 

If you choose not to,  
That is okay too!  

You could wait for more exciting things to do each day. 
But! 

If you wanted to let people see your talents up on that stage, 
And under those bright lights,  

You performed in the Talent Show. 
              - - - Laura Pellegrino 

_____________________________________ 
�

The Talent Show  
��� ������������� � � � � � � � � � � �� ��������

by TJ Steinthal 
 

On April 30 at 7:00, the 2010 Resurrection Talent Show was held in the Grammar 
School gym. There many acts and not a single one had a boy in it! The acts included 
students and teachers dancing, singing, and playing instruments. Some of the acts were 
the 8th Grade Girls, Queens of Leon, The Swifts, and many more. There were a lot of 
people who were dancing and singing to the music. By the way, could you tell if the 
singers were lip-syncing? 
 

___________________________________________________________



The Dodo Bird 
by Ethan Darnell 

 

    
                    -Drawings from the journal of the Dutch East India Company vessel Gelderland (1601-1603)              -17th century Dutch charcoal & watercolor of the “Dronte”               -UK Oxford University artificial reconstruction of a Dodo, unknown date. 

 

The Dodo bird (that’s pronounced dough, dough not dew, dew) was a flightless bird native to the Indian Ocean 
Island of Mauritius, an island nation more than 1000 miles off the coast of the African continent in the southwest Indian 
Ocean, about 560 miles east of the mega-island of Madagascar. Although frequently visited by sailors over the last two-
thousand years Mauritius wasn’t settled until around 1600. First came the Portuguese, then the Dutch, then the French, 
and finally the English. The island achieved its independence in 1968.  

Because of its island home’s rather late development, the existence of the Dodo wasn’t drawn or documented 
until about 1600. In scientific circles it was declared extinct less than one-hundred years later in 1690. It was a funny 
looking bird with a big curved beak, clawed feet, tiny wings, grayish feathers, and a silly looking tuft of feathers on its 
rear end. It was said to stand 3 feet tall and it weighed about 40 pounds. 

The name dodo comes from the Portuguese word for “fool” or “crazy”. It is thought to have become extinct due to 
human hunting and the introduction of pigs, rats, cats, dogs, and other animals that preyed on its eggs. It lived in the rain 
forests. The expression “dead as a dodo” was made up because all of the dodos were dead and it is the first species of 
“modern” creatures universally acknowledged as extinct. 

It ate fruit, seeds, and sometimes fish. The bird appeared as a character in Lewis Carroll's Alice's Adventures in 
Wonderland. With the popularity of that book the dodo became well-known and easily recognized. Since the Dodo 
developed isolated from the usual predators it was said that the dodo was not afraid of humans. However, it was said that 
when eaten it had a bad taste and tough meat.  

It is reported that there are several collections of Dodo bones and skeletons in the UK and elsewhere. One 
museum in Britain has fleshy remains of a Dodo’s head and claws, and it is reported that a South African museum has a 
Dodo egg on display. The Dodo is immortalized in the coat of arms of Mauritius, the small island country where it lived 
(see below). 
 

* It is commonly used as the archetype of an extinct species because its extinction occurred during recorded human history and was directly attributable to human 
activity. The phrase "dead as a dodo" means undoubtedly and unquestionably dead, whilst the phrase "to go the way of the dodo" means to become extinct or obsolete 
or to become a thing of the past. Drawings above and below, material for the essay above, and for this footnote taken from -Wikipedia.com. 

 
Test Your Dodo Reading Comprehension 

Where did they live? When did they go extinct? Why did they go extinct? What does the expression “dead as a dodo” 
mean? Did these birds fly? Do they have webbed feet? How tall do they get? Are they a handsome bird? How much do 
they weigh? How big are its eggs? What does it eat? Is it a water bird, tree bird, ground bird, or a forest bird? When was 
the last known sighting of a dodo bird? How did it get its name? Can you name three (3) other very big flightless birds?

______________________________________________________________________ 
 



Pet of the Week 
“Misty”  

 

by Sarah Francella 
 

 
www.ny-petrescue.org 

 
Misty is a 6 month old American Staffordshire Terrier mix. Unfortunately when Pet Rescue found her 

she had been suffering from a broken leg. Her leg healed improperly and had to have surgery. She may always 
have a slight limp. Misty loves kids, dogs, cats, and all people. She is living with a professional trainer, kids, 
other dogs, and cats. She is house trained, crate trained, and is learning some commands. If you are interested in 
adopting Misty please go to www.ny-petrescue.org.                  
*If you or someone you know has adopted a rescued dog or cat, please tell me about it! 

 

_________________________________________________________________________ 
 

White Plains Lacrosse Game 
      by Matt Palmieri 

 

 
www.wphslax.com 

 
Have you ever attended a lacrosse game? Well, if you haven’t, you should try and come to a 6th grade 

lacrosse game. This past Thursday, the 29th of April was an amazing game! The opponents were White Plains 
vs. Scarsdale. White Plains destroyed Scarsdale 6 to 1. The shooters were Liam Lunu, Matt Palmieri, and 
Michael McCormick. The Scarsdale lacrosse team needs some extra practice. The sad thing is that their goalie 
is scared of the ball. Our coach told us to throw the ball at his head so he would duck. So we did and we scored 
within the first 5 seconds of the game. Their team was kind of good, but their attack needs some practice. Their 
middies were also weak. Our team colors are white, black, and orange. On our shorts we have a tiger paw and it 
says White Plains lacrosse team.

____________________________________________________________________ 

  



Ally Smith and the Great Adventure 
Part V 

by Maddie Lauth 
 

Ally ran down the castle stairs to Lucas and Sir Colliver when they were drinking tea. She 
stood there for a few minutes and coughed to get their attention. 

“Ah, Allison great job with help with the dragon!” said Sir Colliver in a cheerful voice.  
“Oh you’re quite welcome Sir! Do you happen to know where the wizard Merlin lives?” asked 

Ally. Lucas’s mouth dropped open with surprise. 
“You are going to look for the Merlin, the jester of the entire magic world! You sure can make a 

good laugh once in a while, Allison!” said Lucas. He started laughing and maybe even crying. Sir 
Colliver looked like it was a serious matter. 

“He lives over the hills of Compound and Duke. It’s impossible to travel to without a dragon, 
but since we have a dragon you could go!” said Sir Colliver smiling. Ally squealed and ran down to 
the dungeon to grab the dragon. She rode over hills and valleys until she arrived at Merlin’s. It was a 
small hut with a lot charms and paintings on the side. She dismounted from the dragon and knocked 
on the small piece of wood used as a door. 

“Hello?” asked a voice from the hut. 
“Um hello is Merlin there?” asked Ally. The door swung open and emerging from the darkness 

was an old man with a long white beard and blue robes.  
“How can I help you?” asked Merlin. 
“Um my parents sent me this,” said Ally as she handed him the letter. Merlin looked at the date 

and stroked his beard.  
“Interesting, very interesting, I see you want to go home to the future!” said Merlin. 
“Yes, yes, very much!” said Ally.  
“Ok follow me I’ll get you home!” said Merlin. Ally ran into the hut and gave a wave to the 

dragon.  
“Ok this is what we are going to do; you stand there and wait for me to say “Alakasam” and 

then you will say “Away!”  
Ally nodded her head and stood there with her eyes closed. Merlin said a few words and then 

said, “Alakasam.”  
Ally then screamed “Away!” She felt a surge of energy rush around her. She swore she heard 

the dragon growl, but when she opened her eyes she was in her room. She looked out her window 
and realized it was the morning. She ran to her parents in the kitchen, but her parents weren’t there. 
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Confirmation Day 
by Matt Palmieri and Colleen DeConcini 

 

 
 

This Sunday, May 2, 2010 was Confirmation for 125 kids. A second group of 125 will be confirmed by Bishop 
Sullivan on May 21st. Most of the kids being confirmed were from CCD. Thirty-six of the kids who were being 
confirmed were from Resurrection. This was one of the longest masses I have been to. This mass was over two 
hours. There were so many people there that most people were standing up. It was so hot that the priest put the 
AC on high. Some inconsiderate people were saving about 20 seats. Some of the people in our school who 
received confirmation were: Mike Palmieri, Connor Smith, and Charlie Sullivan.�
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� Mother’s Day is this Sunday, I hope you’ve thought up something special for her! 
� Did you notice that Mr. Meade shaved his beard off? 

 

� Who was the family  that did the assembly last week? They played the drums, the guitar, and 
  many other interesting instruments. 

 

� Did you go to the Talent Show? It was very entertaining. They were all girl acts. The only 
  boys in the show were on the stage crew: Keith Pagnani, Nicky Breslin, and Ned Sullivan.     

� Christian Corbo plays the kazoo! He also carries around a stuffed donkey named “Obama”! 
 

� Seventh graders went on a field trip last Monday to West Point. 
 

� Ms. Larkin is ill ! Mrs. Mancuso is taking her place for the rest of the year. Please keep 
  Ms. Larkin in your prayers! 

 

� What do you like better: chess or checkers? 
 

� May is Mary’s month , pray the rosary with your family. Mary, Mystical Rose, Pray for us. 
 

� Saturday May 8th is the Spring Sprint, don’t forget to sign up! 
 

� Teacher Appreciation Day was on Tuesday, May 4th. Our mothers fed them well. 
 

� Grandparents’ Day for grades 1-3 is this Friday, May 7th. It is also a half day of school. 
 

� Colleen DeConcini doesn’t have a column today because she was at the dentist Monday! 
 

� First Holy Communion for the 2nd graders was Saturday, May 1st. 
 

� Confirmation for our 8th graders was last Sunday, May 2nd. Bishop Walsh confirmed them. 
  Congratulations to them and to their families. They have responsibilities in our Church now. 

 

� Whew! That was a busy weekend. The Talent Show was on Friday night, First Holy 
  Communion for our second graders was on Saturday morning, and Confirmation for our 
  eighth graders was on Sunday afternoon.  
 

� Is it really true that elephants are afraid  of mice? 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

�
Gaz�

 “The Phoenix” Staff    
Christian Corbo, Michael D’Alessandro, Ben Arquit, Andew Bigelow, Callum Darnell, Ethan Darnell, Colleen DeConcini, 
Sarah Francella, April Gerardi, Madeline Lauth, Alexandra Manning, Michael Palmieri, Laura Pellegrino, Maggie 
Semprevivo, and Thomas “TJ” Steinthal. Our Advisors are: Mrs. Karen Lowman and Mr Ed Riely.  The Phoenix was inspired by 
Mrs Brigitte Tanner  in 2004. Publishers: Mrs Desiree Rondinelli, the After School Club Parents, and the Resurrection School 
Foundation. Phoenix logo by Miss Mary Millard  ’07. 

 

****Please keep our pastor Msgr. Boyle and our teacher Mrs. Larkin in your prayers*****



My Baby Cousin 
by Alex Manning 

�

A month ago when I was in Florida, my baby cousin was born. When my uncle sent 
pictures of the baby, we were all commenting on how cute she was and how much she looked 
like my aunt. The first thing we asked my uncle when he called was whether or not the baby’s 
older sister was jealous. When a baby is born, the baby always receives the most attention, but 
my Uncle said she was fine with the baby and that they always play together when the baby’s 
older sister came home. Whenever they called us, we always ask if the baby has a name. Soon 
the parents had three choices of names which were Kasey, Caitlyn, and Katie. They finally 
chose a name. They named the baby Caitlyn and we think it is so cute and that that name fits 
her personality very well. When we left Florida, my family was talking about how we should go 
and visit the little baby and the little baby’s older sister. When we were on the plane my 
grandma called and talked to us saying that she was visiting them in 2 weeks. We all were sad 
because we wanted to go with them too! 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

 
www.EstatesGazette.com 

____________________________- 

Facts About Money 
by Michael D’Alessandro 

 

1. Paper money is not made of paper. It is made of linen. 
2. About half of the bills printed at the Bureau of Engraving and Printing are $1 dollar bills. 
3. You will need to fold a dollar bill 8,000 times, frontward then backwards, for it to rip 
4. The Elm tree on the back of the $20 near the White House actually represents a real tree near 
     the White House. But the tree was removed in 2006. 
5. On the new $100 bill the time of the clock tower is set at 4:10. According to the US Bureau 
    of Engraving and Printing there are no records why that time was chosen. 
6. If you had $10 billion and spent $1 each second of the day, it would take you 317 years to go 
     broke. 
7. $100 bills can last in circulation for about 8 years. 
8. In the top left-hand corner of the $1 bill there is a small spider. 
9. The number 13 appears many times on the $1 bill.  
10. The first paper money was issued in 1 cent, 5 cent and 25 cent denominations. 
11. The $2 was last issued in 2003.  
12. The width of money is 0.0043 of an inch thick. 
13. The security thread in most money today was first used in the 1990’s. 
14. The average period the $1 dollar bill is in circulation is about 18 months. 
15. The average circulation of the $5 bill is only about six months. 
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Book Review 
by Callum Darnell 

�����
 

 
www.mikelupicabooks.com 
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Pitching prodigy Michael Arroyo, a 12 year old Cuban American with big dreams, can 
pitch some serious heat. But that’s nothing compared to the heat he faces in his everyday life. 
He and his 17 year-old brother Carlos are on the run from the Bronx Social Services after their 
Cuban father dies of a fatal heart attack. Until Carlos turns 18, they must hide from Social 
Services. If they are caught, they will be put in a foster home and worse, be sent back to Cuba. 
With Carlos working multiple jobs and the help of friends Manny Cabrera and Mrs. Cora, 
Michael and Carlos try to keep the death of their father a secret. But since Michael can pitch 
like a pro, Social Services think he is a 14 year-old in a 12 year-old baseball league. This belief 
could lead to the discovery of their father’s death. Because of this, Michael is banned from 
playing in Little League until he can supply a birth certificate. I rate this book: 10/10. 

 

This book can be found in the Middle School Library 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 



   Carnival: “Should I really do this?”                         Photo: Courtesy of Mrs. Anthony Romeo April 2010 
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Mother’s Day 
 

On Mother’s Day,  
Celebrate your mom in a special way. 

For this special day of honor, 
You can give her so much,  

Like never before. 
Remember that it is the thought,  

And unique style,  
That you put into your gift,  

That can make your mother smile. 
You can take your mom out for dinner,  
Or spend quality time with each other,  

Get your mom pretty flowers, 
Chocolates, 

Or maybe even a card.  
All your mom really wants, 

Is to spend some time with you. 
So work hard that day, 

Making her feel happy and loved, 
And say out loud, 

“I love you MOM!” 
     - - - Laura Pellegrino 

 

First Holy Communion 
 

This is a special event that only comes to the second graders which is a holy union; the event in which they 
Reunite with the Lord is called Holy Communion. 

When we are seven years old, we celebrate communion in the month of May on the first day. 
This is the event in which we only eat Jesus’ body but not drink his blood; 

By doing this, we are reuniting with Jesus to turn good. 
The priest and the girls and the boys wear white and blue looking very bright to respect Jesus Christ. 

This is a sacrament that goes on forever not just for this occasion; 
Holy Communion brings us closer to Jesus into peace, love, and appreciation. 

     

 - - - Laura Pellegrino 
 

Holy Confirmation 
 

This is administered one time when you are in eighth grade for your information; 
This is another holy event called Confirmation. 

Confirmation is the sacrament that completes the grace that we receive at Baptism; 
Confirmation makes us better able to worship and to gain new information. 

It could also make us have better apostolic life in the Church since our baptismal birth. 
It seals, this grace through the seven Gifts of the Holy Spirit that the eighth graders receive,  

As part of this sacrament in the Church which is a holy place. 
This is a sacrament that we strengthens us for a life time; 

An event that leaves your sins on an abandoned line, 
And makes us wiser in the Holy Spirit. 

      

- - - Laura Pellegrino 
 

-Finis- 
 


