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¡HOLA! 
Spanish Bees 
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The Spanish Spelling Bee 
 

by Michael D’Alessandro               
 

 The Spanish Spelling Bee was held over a two day period starting on March 26th and was 
composed of three winning students from each of the six home rooms, grades 6 through 8. It was 
held in the Middle School Gym and lasted for approximately two hours each day.  

The students stood on the stage while parents, students, teachers and even Mr. Nielsen and 
Mr. Pitula watched from the audience. Fans held posters with the names of their class champions and 
cheered enthusiastically.   

The event was hosted by Señora Ventrudo. With a total of eighteen finalists, it took about 2 
days to complete. Words like comprar  and sientense were put to the contestants. The entire panel 
of contestants tried their very best. When contestants weren’t being eliminated fast enough, Señora 
Ventrudo took out her Spanish dictionary and asked some more difficult words. 

In the end the 1st place winner was Arianna  Mancini . Second place belonged to Ella 
Eisinger , and in 3rd place was Alyssa Mancini . Everyone did a good job and hopefully next year will 
be just as good as this year was. 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 
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______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Spring Fever 
  

Everyone is eager for spring fever. 
The trees, flowers, bees,  

And birds that fly make me think.  
Why does everyone want to stay outside,  

Where the air is cool, 
 But not inside learning new things in school? 

It is really exciting,  
And inviting to see people happy, 

In the weather,  
Because it’s really magical,  

To see spring fever bring people together. 
When there is spring fever in the air,  

Kids play outside on a nice day. 
Some kids stay inside to read, 

 And look at a book. 
I think what gives people spring fever, 

 Is how the birds are singing,  
The flowers smelling,  

The bees buzzing,  
And the sun is shining. 
Some kids and adults, 

 Have spring fever, 
And some do not.  
But that’s okay,  

You’ll have it someday! 
              - - - Laura Pellegrino 

_____________________________________ 



Kiwi 
       by Matt Palmieri 
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Did you know that there was such a thing as a kiwi bird? In fact there are five 
species of this bird living today. The thing is that kiwi birds can’t fly because it 
doesn’t have any wings. It is one of the world’s few flightless birds. Kiwi birds 
come only from New Zealand and there are several types of kiwi. 

Kiwi birds are shy and are active mostly at night (nocturnal). Kiwi birds’ eggs 
are extremely large. Although the kiwi is about the size of a chicken, adults are 
about 12”-18” tall, they lay an egg six times the size of a chicken’s egg. They lay 
only one egg per “season”. 

Kiwi birds’ life span is around 20-30 years. The kiwi birds’ body temperature 
is around 38 degrees Celsius. Kiwi birds migrate and live with their mate for their 
lifetime. Kiwi bird’s beak is 1/3 of the length of its body. Kiwi birds are rare since 
they live only on one or two islands of New Zealand. Some are an endangered sub-
species with only 300 remaining, while the more common North Island Brown Kiwi 
has about 35,000 remaining.  

Kiwis became so identified with the country of New Zealand that at first 
soldiers from that country were referred to as “kiwis”, and now, all citizens of New 
Zealand are affectionately referred to as “kiwis”.  
 

* “The Kiwi bird, of the order Apterygiformes-Ratitae, occurs only in New Zealand. Kiwi chicks hatch fully feathered with their eyes 
open and begin foraging for small worms and berries after their first week of life, since they receive no help from their parents. The 
five recognized species of kiwis are all flightless, nocturnal, burrowing birds that are unique to New Zealand. Kiwi have a highly 
developed sense of smell, unusual in a bird, and are the only birds with nostrils at the end of their long beak. Kiwi eat small 
invertebrates, seeds, grubs, and many varieties of worms. They also may eat fruit, small crayfish, eels and amphibians. Because their 
nostrils are located at the end of their long beaks, Kiwi can locate insects and worms underground without actually seeing or feeling 
them, due to their keen sense of smell. Once bonded, a male and female kiwi tend to live their entire lives as a monogamous couple. 
During the mating season, June to March, the pair call to each other at night, and meet in the nesting burrow every three days. These 
relationships may last for up to 20 or more years.” Footnote: copied from Wikipedia.com 

 ______________________________________________________________________



Pet of the Week 
 

“Marla” 
 

by Sarah Francella 
 

 
Photos from: www.petrescue.com 

 

Marla is a Labrador retriever, Corgi mix. She is a year old and weighs 30 lbs. She loves 
playing and being by your side. She needs lots of love and attention. Marla also needs another 
dog to be with her because she has separation anxiety. She can only be left alone for a few 
hours. She loves all kids, dogs, and is completely house trained. If you are interested in Marla 
please go to www.ny-petrescue.org.   
                
*If you or someone you know has adopted a rescued dog or cat, please tell me about it! 

 

_________________________________________________________________________- 
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School Baseball 
by Ben Arquit 

 

 We are just starting our school baseball season. It has been great so far. We have had three practices and two games. 
We won our first game against St. Luke’s 7-2. Matt Scott pitched phenomenally. In 2 innings he got 5 strikeouts and no earned 
runs. The whole team played well giving up only 2 runs and scoring 7. It was a great game all around.  

We won our 2nd game against King 6-0. Our team was really hot. Nicky Breslin was catching well for me and the team 
fielded well. I pitched a 6 inning no-hitter. We also batted well including Patrick Rogers who hit a 2 run inside-the-park home 
run in the 1st inning.   

Here’s our team roster: Andrew Abate, Ben Arquit, Nicky Breslin, Aidan Costelloe, Lorenzo Giordani, Kyle 
MacCarrick, Timmy McAward, John Mikus, Timmy O’Connor, Keith Pagnani, Mac Randell, Andrew Rogers, Patrick Rogers, 
Nick Romeo, Michael Rossi, John Ryan, Matt Scott, and Ned Sullivan. 

   

Stats: 
Innings Pitched: Ben Arquit 6 
Strikeouts: Ben Arquit 10 
ERA:  Ben Arquit, Patrick Rogers, Matt Scott 0.00 
Triples:  Matt Scott 1 
Doubles:  Matt Scott 2 

Hits:  Matt Scott, Andrew Rogers 4 
Walks: Matt Scott 2 
Home Runs: Patrick Rogers 1  
RBI:  Patrick Rogers 3 

____________________________________________________________________ 



Ally Smith and the Great Adventure 
Part III 

by Maddie Lauth 
 

 “Sir, sir come quick!” Ally screamed from down the hall. Sir Colliver came rushing out 
of his room and ran over to Ally. 

“What is it?” said Sir Colliver. He looked tired, like he just woke up from a difficult nap. 
“Are you ok?” asked Ally. 
“Um yes, I am. It’s just I had a horrible nap a few minutes ago. I kept on waking up to 

screams and snarls!” said Sir Colliver. Ally’s mouth opened wide.  
“Sir, the reason why I woke you is because the dragon was the noise that kept on 

waking you up. That dragon captured Christine, the cook while I was up here!” yelled Ally. Sir 
Colliver slowly opened his mouth to talk, but quickly shut it. He grabbed Ally’s arm and locked 
them in his room.  

“Where are you taking me?” asked Ally. 
“To where no other servant has ever been until now!” he said smiling. He fixed a 

painting over the fireplace which opened a secret passageway. He walked down the stairs 
with Ally behind him. Down the stairs was a room filled with armor and swords and other 
military items that knights would use in battle. 

“Since you are helping us in the destruction of the dragon, you may use my own 
weapons to help slay it. Ally remembered the part in the book where he brought down the 
noblest knight, Prince Lucas. Ally adored Lucas. She grabbed some armor, some swords, 
and a few shields.  

“I have a question, will Lucas be on the journey with us?” asked Ally.  
“Why yes he will!” said Sir Colliver. Sir Colliver came out of the secret room and walked 

to an open field by his castle. Ally followed and saw rows and rows of horses and men 
armored and ready. There were two open horses next to each other. Of course Ally picked 
the horse right next to Lucas.  

“Tonight we will conquer by force and then attack the dragon before they get to 
Christine, the castle’s cook!” yelled Sir Colliver. He looked over to Ally who gave him a look. 
He wanted her to speak. 

“Um yeah we’ll attack by force and kill the dragon and all that stuff!” she smiled.  
“Onward!” screamed Sir Colliver. The group of men and horses charged behind Sir 

Colliver, Lucas and Ally. Sir Colliver stopped the crowd of men and looked up at the sky. A 
huge shadow came over the crowd. Once Ally had time to visualize what the thing was she 
screamed in horror and ran away but the thing landed in front of her and circled the area with 
fire where it was and where Ally was. Ally knew that the dragon would eat her. 
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 “The Phoenix” Staff    
Christian Corbo, Michael D’Alessandro, Andew Bigelow, Callum Darnell, Ethan Darnell, Colleen DeConcini, Sarah Francella, 
April Gerardi, Madeline Lauth, Alexandra Manning, M ichael Palmieri, Laura Pellegrino, Maggie Semprevivo, and Thomas 
“TJ” Steinthal. Our Advisors are: Mrs. Karen Lowman and Mr Ed Riely.  The Phoenix was inspired by Mrs Brigitte Tanner  in 
2004. Publishers: Mrs Desiree Rondinelli, the After School Club Parents, and the Resurrection School Foundation. Phoenix logo by 
Miss Mary Millard  ’07. 

 

****Please keep our pastor Msgr. Boyle in your prayers***** 
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by April Gerardi 

                
o Matthew Moores’s birthday is on April 26th. 
 

o The Talent Show is coming up soon! 
 

o Alex Dimitri  won a Dress Down Day for Ms. GL’s class last Tuesday. 
 

o Report cards come out on Friday, April 23rd! Let’s hope everyone did well! Good luck! 
 

o What do you know about your bus driver? What’s their name? Are you good to them? 
 

o Are you doing any sports this spring? 
 

o The 6th graders each created a super hero featuring a solid, liquid, gas, or plasma for 
science. 

 

o How have you been enjoying the spring? Are you allergic to the pollen? Do you miss 
the snow or are you happy that it’s warm now? 

 

o For Spanish the 6th grade has to have a conversation with a person in their life. 
 

o The Spring Sprint is on Saturday, May 8th. Don’t forget to sign up! 
 

o The 6th grade Bake Sale was on Tuesday. How did you like Colleen’s polka-dot cake? 
Mariana Garza made cup cakes in a cone with whipped cream on top, YUM. Maggie 
Semprevivo made the best thick dark chocolate cupcakes with Hershey’s kisses on top. 

 

o Last Sunday, I saw The Last Song. I thought it was a terrific movie even though it was 
really sad. I highly recommend it. 
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Movie Review 
by Ethan Darnell 

 

Clash of the Titans 
�

 
www.wildaboutmovies.com 

 

Clash of the Titans is about a hero, Perseus, who has to lead a band of soldiers to defeat 
the Kraken, who is ordered to kill the princess Andromeda. She is hung from a ramp for the 
Kraken to eat. Perseus has to cut of the head of Medusa so that when the Kraken is about to eat 
the princess, he holds it in front of the Kraken and, despite his size, it turns to stone. If Perseus 
fails the whole city of Argos will be flooded by the Kraken and his ruler, Hades. In order to 
complete his mission he must capture the legendary flying horse, Pegasus. He must also face 
many other challenges on his quest for Medusa’s head.  
I rate this movie 9/10. 

                                      

IN THEATERS NOW  
____________________________________________________________________________________    
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The Deadliest Animal in the World? 
 

You have probably never heard of the last animal you would ever want to meet undefended. This animal, found 
in the wild only in Madagascar, is called the fossa (pronounced FOO-sa). A typical specimen weighs only about 14 
pounds. Its body is about 28 inches long, but its tail is another 28 inches long.  
 

The fossa looks something like a small mountain lion and was originally classified as a member of the cat family. But it 
also has features and behaviors, including its tenacity in fighting, more similar to the mongoose. This led scientists to 
reclassify the fossa as a member of the mongoose family. These ferocious creatures live in the forests of Madagascar. 
Despite its small size, it is said to eat anything with a heartbeat. This powerful creature is known by science to bring down 
even wild pigs much larger than itself. The local people of Madagascar say it can even bring down oxen. Pound for 
pound, it is recognized as the deadliest animal in the world. Scientists have also learned that an even larger version of the 
fossa possibly existed 1,500 years ago when Madagascar was first settled. This fossa weighed as much as 200 pounds and 
had a body 6 feet long, not counting the tail. It could have brought down any creature it wanted. 
 

References: Discover, 4/00, pp. 68-75, "The Deadliest Carnivore." 
Prayer: “Be sober; be vigilant; because your adversary the devil walks about like a roaring lion, seeking whom he may devour.” 
Transcript:  taken from www.creationmoments.com The Deadliest Animal in the World Volume 118 Track #6 

           



           The Prisoner                             Christian Corbo April 2010 

 
______________________________________  
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