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Palm Sunday, Holy Thursday, Good Friday, & Easter Sunday 

Holy Week 
Jesus is the Reason for this Season too! 

 

Easter 
 

This holiday isn’t about Easter baskets, candy or eggs, 
This holiday is about Jesus suffering, 
 And carrying the cross on his back. 

Jesus was saving his temple,  
That was being disrespected by robbers and thieves, 

Because of this he was brought to Pontius Pilate, 
Who condemned Jesus to death,  

And watched him leave. 
He was assigned to carry the cross,  

That was heavy and He falls three times, 
Few people along the way helped him, 

Even though most believed He didn’t commit any crime, they . . . . 
Jesus was stripped of his garments, 

And was nailed to the cross,  
On the hill of Calvary. 

He was buried in a tomb, 
And was raised from the dead. 

Because of this action that saved us all, 
He became legendary. 

Today we celebrate Easter by going to Mass, 
And praying to Jesus on the Cross, 

To thank Jesus for dying, 
And being sorry for His loss. 
But He rose again, so we can! 

Yet we don’t celebrate this holiday in the month of Julius Caesar, 
We celebrate this event in April the month of Easter. 

 
 

               - - - Laura Pellegrino 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 
 



Kids Choice Awards 2010 
by Laura Pellegrino 

       

For anyone who didn‘t watch the KCA’ s here is the highlight for what you missed. 
On March 27th, 2010 Kevin James hosted The 2010 Kid’s Choice Awards in Los Angeles, California. Many famous 
stars appeared at the orange carpet to celebrate the special occasion. The KCA’ s were awesome because of your votes and 
your effort to make this night special. Just in case if you missed the KCA ’s I am going to give you a quick summary on 
what happened. First I will do the events and then the winner for the KCA ’s.  

There was a dance contest and the winner was hip hop. Before the KCA ’s, Miranda  Cosgrove preformed her 
new song, Kissin You, from her new album, Sparks Fly, live. This was her first live performance ever. The first live 
performance at the KCA ’s was Rhianna who performed her hit songs Hard, Rude Boy, and Don’t Stop the Music. The 
second live performance at the KCA ’s was Justin Biebier who performed his hit song Baby. Apollo Anton Ohno did a 
stunt and it was that he sat in a catapult and jumped in a big pool of slime and he covered some people with slime.  
 

Here are your kid’s choice winners: 
 

Favorite TV Show- iCarly 
Favorite TV Actor : Dylan Sprouse (sorry Cole!) 
Favorite TV Actress: Selena Gomez 
Favorite Music Group: Black Eyed Peas 
Favorite Female Singer: Taylor Swift 
Favorite Male Singer: Jay-Z 
Favorite Song: You Belong With me (Taylor Swift) 
Favorite Movie: Alvin and the Chipmunks The Squeakquel 
Favorite Movie Actor: Taylor Lautner(Twilight: New Moon) 
Favorite Movie Actress: Miley Cyrus (Hannah Montana: the Movie) 
Favorite Cartoon: Spongebob Squarepants 
Favorite Reality Show: American Idol 
Favorite Female Athlete: Misty May Traynor 
Favorite Male Athlete: Ryan Sheckler 
Favorite Video Game: Mario Kart 
Favorite Book: Diary of a Wimpy Kid series 
Favorite Animated Movie: Up  
Big Help Award: First Lady Michelle Obama for her work with the Let’s Move  
  

The Kids Choice Awards will never be the same without the ultimate sliming of a life time. These were the three 
celebrities who got slimed hard. Music artist Katy Perry  who released her album One of The Boys on June 17, 2008 was 
covered with slime all over her yellow and blue daisy dress. iCarly’s  Jerry Trainer  and Avatar the Last Air Bender’s 
Jackson Rathbone got slimed by Avatar  the Last Air Bender’s Nicola Peltz by slime bending live. Most of the kids got 
slimed in the building and outside of the building by Apollo’s stunt. Justin Biebier wanted to see Tiara Banks who is the 
host for the show America’s Top Model get slimed but sadly she didn’t.  
 I love the Kids Choice Awards. Do you love them? 

 

NCAA Tournament  
 

The 2010 NCAA tournament is under way. There are only two games until the 
championship round which will be held at Lucas Oil Stadium in Indianapolis, IN. It is on April 
5th on CBS. Who do you think will win it all? Here are some recent game results:  

                              

ELITE EIGHT RESULTS 
Sunday 

March 28th 
 

WEST REGIONAL 
Butler 63  Kansas State 56 
 

MIDWEST REGIONAL 
Michigan St.70  Tennessee 69 

EAST REGIONAL 
West Virginia 70  Kentucky 66 
 

SOUTH REGIONAL 
Duke 78  Baylor 71

____________________________________________________________________________________
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www.puppytraining.com 

 

Cats vs. Dogs: Which is Better?  
 

by Michael D’Alessandro 
 

Many people disagree about which pet is better; cats or dogs. This is what some people think: 
 

Michael- Dogs  Ethan and Callum- Cats Laura- Dogs     
Christian- Cats Mrs. Lowman- Dogs  Mr. Riely- Equal 
April- Cats  Sarah-Dogs   Andrew- Dogs 
 

As you can see, most people prefer dogs. Both dogs and cats have different abilities. Dogs are more 
playful and dependent on you while cats are more independent. Cats are usually small while dogs range in size. 
Cats catch mice while dogs chase squirrels. Dogs can be trained while cats cannot. Dogs love the car while cats 
hate the car. You have to walk dogs, but you don’t have to walk cats. In the end it comes down to whatever pet 
you have.  

 

P.S. Did you ever see a cat walked on a leash? I have!	



Rain, Rain, Go Away8i 
by Alex Manning 

 
Monday, March 29 th, Rye, NY: During the last 3 weeks there have been 

terrible rain storms. One storm caused many problems which I am going to tell 
you about. 

On Thursday March 13, 2010 there was a terrible thunderstorm and it 
damaged many houses. It left people with no power, and those people couldn’t 
take baths or wash their clothes. Some of the houses I drove by had trees that 
had fallen down on their houses and there were leaves everywhere on their yard. 

One of our friends got flooded and they said that it was terrible; some of 
their furniture was destroyed. When I had no electricity, we used candles and 
flashlights so we could see where we were going. It caused a lot of damage to 
almost all the neighborhoods in Westchester County. 

The rivers were flooding and the wind was going left to right, up and down 
at more than 30 mph. At Saturday evening Mass, March 14th, the power went out, 
and they had to use candles. Some people didn’t even go because it was so dark 
that some of the little kids were really, really, scared. 

On Monday, March 15th, there was no school because the school had no 
electricity. Many people didn’t go out because of the rain storm. The rain 
continued today, and because of the rain we couldn’t go outside. We all hope 
that it will not continue tomorrow and hope to see the sun come out very soon! 

_______________________________________ 
 

Pet of the Week 
“Ziggy” 

by Sarah Francella 
 

         
Photos from: www.petrescue.com 

       Ziggy is a very sweet lab/hound mix. He is 4 months old and just wants company. He has 
big paws and short legs so it is funny to watch him walk. He loves all dogs and will play with 
all size dogs, even ones bigger than himself. Ziggy is good with kids. He loves to be pet and to 
cuddle. If you are interested in Ziggy please go to www.petrescue.org.  
     

*If you or someone you know has adopted a rescued dog or cat, please tell me about it! 
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Ally Smith is the most involved reader at John Killer Middle School. She loved 
books so much that she volunteered in the school library during recess. Ally couldn’t 
help reading; she always felt that she belonged in the books she read. Her absolute 
favorite book is The Brave Knight. She read it every single night before she went to 
bed. One night during the clearest sky she spotted a shooting star. She smiled and 
made her wish. �

“I wish I could be a part of The Brave Knight!” said Ally smiling. After the star 
passed by she ran out to her parents. �
“You wouldn’t believe what I just saw!” exclaimed Ally smiling. Her parents stared at 
her. Her dad looked like he had a lot of bills to pay and her mom looked like she had a 
really bad headache.  

“Sweetie it’s really late, you can tell us in the morning,” said her dad rubbing his 
head. �

“Ok, I know it’s late but this is really important!” said Ally. Her mom gave a look 
which probably meant “If you don’t get into bed in the last 10 seconds there are going 
to be problems”. Ally looked at her two parents.  

“Come on guys you really don’t want to hear what just happened!?” Ally asked.  
“Allison, please go to bed, you can tell us in the morning!” said her mom.  
“Ugh I’m sick of you guys, you never listen to anything!” screamed Ally. Her dad 

stood up from his chair. Ally ran into her bedroom crying. She crawled into bed and 
wiped her tears. She looked up at the sky, and finally closed her eyes. Usually Ally 
would wake up to the smell of freshly brewed coffee, but instead she woke up to the 
smell of freshly cut meat seasoned in various types of spices. Ally opened her eyes 
and saw that she wasn’t in her bed room. She saw she was in a stone and wood 
kitchen filled with spices in small wooden barrels stacked on top of each other. She 
saw a lady cooking in a big wooden pot and adding all the spices into the pot.  

“Excuse me, where am I exactly?” Ally asked standing up.  
“Why you should know you were just hired weren’t you?” asked the strangely 

small lady.  
“Could you remind me?” Ally asked confused.  

“Why you’re in Sir Colliver’s castle!” said the lady. Ally stared into the distance. Sir 
Colliver was the prince in The Brave Knight. 
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 “The Phoenix” Staff    
Christian Corbo, Michael D’Alessandro, Andew Bigelow, Callum Darnell, Ethan Darnell, Colleen DeConcini, Sarah Francella, 
April Gerardi, Madeline Lauth, Alexandra Manning, M ichael Palmieri, Laura Pellegrino, Maggie Semprevivo, and Thomas 
“TJ” Steinthal. Our Advisors are: Mrs. Karen Lowman and Mr Ed Riely.  The Phoenix was inspired by Mrs Brigitte Tanner  in 
2004. Publishers: Mrs Desiree Rondinelli, the After School Club Parents, and the Resurrection School Foundation. Phoenix logo by 
Miss Mary Millard  ’07. 

 

****Please keep our pastor Msgr. Boyle in your prayers***** 
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by April Gerardi 

 

o If the elevator is on the bottom floor, should you still be afraid of heights? 
o Did you know a “disabled” fireman won the Race to the Top of the Empire State 

Building? Speaking of which, is the Empire State Building the tallest building in 
New York? 

o Calling all talent! The rehearsals for the Talent Show have started. They have 
strong dancers and great singers but boys are needed! We are hoping for a flying 
trapeze act. 

o Did you notice how many holidays focus on candy? Easter, Valentine’s Day, 
Halloween, and, believe it or not, National Candy Day! It does exist! Really! 

o Remember that big three day wind and thunderstorm back on March 13th, maybe 
the number thirteen is TOO unlucky! Thankfully it wasn’t a Friday! Where were 
you that first scary evening? I was trying to get home! 

o After that last big rain storm, Matthew Palmieri was without electricity for one 
week! Who has gone longer? 

o Maggie Semprevivo just finished reading the entire series of A Series of 
Unfortunate Events. Does she read as much as Annabelle Schultze? 

o Does your mom have a secret recipe? If so, make sure she passes it on to you! 
o The fifth graders get a book report every month in Mrs. Sorondo’s class. 
o Christian Corbo’s parents rescued his cat, “Willy” , from a dumpster. 
o Grades 6, 7, and 8 are collecting baskets full of candy for orphans. 

 

    Tired Rabbit and Friend               Colleen DeConcini  



Book Review 
by Callum Darnell 
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The Boy Who Dared is about Helmut Guddat Hubener, a young German 
schoolboy that lives in Hamburg, Germany. 
The start of his life is all about Adolf Hitler  and his time of power. As Helmut grows up, 
he has good judgments about Hitler. His brother, Gerhard Kunkel , is drafted into the 
German army. When he gets a leave from the army, he brings home an illegal shortwave 
radio. Although Gerhard forbids Helmut from listening to the radio, Helmut does. He 
listens to a British radio channel, the BBC, and finds out about all the bad things the 
Nazi’s have done. Helmut begins to hand out enemy propaganda, info spread across an 
area or nation to harm a group or someone, to the neighborhood. 
The Gestapo, German Police, find out about this and sentence Helmut and his friends, 
Rudi, Karl, and Duwer to imprisonment. Helmut is sentenced to death, dying a heroic 
boy. 
 

The Boy Who Dared is not available in the Middle School Library, but maybe 
Christopher Scala in 5-M will lend you the book. I rate this book 9/10. 

____________________________________________________________________________________    
 

The Amazing Leaf Miner 
Mark 13:28 
“Now learn the parable of the fig tree. When her branch is yet tender, and putteth forth leaves, ye know that 
summer is near.” 
 

If you live in a climate where fall brings colors to the leaves before they fall, you've probably noticed something 
strange. Once the leaves start to fall, the ground is littered with their color. But among all those fading leaves, 
you might find a perfectly healthy looking green leaf. That green leaf is probably the work of one of God's more 
amazing tiny insects. 
 

Several species of beetles, flies and moths go through a larval stage in which the larvae burrow into leaves. 
These leaf-miners gain their nutrition from the leaf. But when fall comes, and the leaves lose their green 
chlorophyll, they stop making food for the larvae. So the larvae secrete a hormone that prevents the leaf from 
losing its chlorophyll and shutting down to die. This hormone enables a leaf to stay green and produce food for 
the larvae even long after the leaf would normally have turned color and dried up on the ground.  

                

Just as the sprouting of new leaves in the spring means that summer is near, so the cleverness of the leaf-miner 
should tell us that the hand of God created this insect. –Article Reprinted from: www.creationmoments.com 

Prayer: Dear Father, I thank You for the witness of Your wonders. Amen.  
References: Joachim Scheven, "Green Islands," Origins, June 1999. 



 
by Michael D’Alessandro 

  

Many people disagree if cats are better than dogs or dogs are better than cats. Well both cats and dogs 
have very different qualities. Whatever pet you have is the best for you. 

 Here are some of their qualities: 
 
Dogs        Cats 

 
Can learn tricks                                                                      Don’t have to be walked 
Playful                        Climb trees  
Dependant on you                                                                 Quiet and calm 
Range in size                 Independent 
Love the car                 Do not range much in size  
Swim                   Do not need to be cleaned up  
Dirty                  Clean themselves   
More likely to get fleas                                                          Harmless         
Drink out of toilet                Most people are allergic 
Can save people (St. Bernard’s save people in avalanches)       Have over 100 vocal sounds  
Harmful                                                                                  Can scratch furniture  
Slobs                  Chase mice   
Get in fights                          Hairballs 
Chase cars                 Hate the car               
Require a lot of attention               Require little attention  

 

 
by Matt Palmieri 

 

Elvis is a three year old dog. He is owned by Michael D’Alessandro 
and his family. Michael enjoys walking Elvis four times a day. Elvis is a 
mix of Maltese and poodle. His primary color is white, but he also has 
some black coloring. Some of his qualities are that he can stand on his 
back legs and he barks until he gets his pancakes. Elvis’ tricks include sit, 
stay, roll over, and jump. Elvis loves water, Purina dog food, and car rides. 
Elvis is really fast and is the coolest dog on the block. I like him almost as 
much as Michael does! 

__________________________________________________________________



Book Review 
 

 by Maggie Semprevivo 
 

Here are some book reviews on the first three books in Lemony Snicket’s A Series of Unfortunate Events. 
 

                 
 

Volume 1 
The Bad Beginning 

 This is the first book in the series. It starts off when Violet, Klaus, and Sunny Baudelaire find out one miserable day that their 
parents died in a terrible fire. They are taken by Mr. Poe, the executor of their parents’ estate, to live with a distant, nasty relative by 
the name of Count Olaf. Luckily, Count Olaf had a kind and generous neighbor named Justice Strauss who allowed the Baudelaire 
children to read books from her library and also helped them get ingredients to make dinner for Count Olaf’s  theatre troupe. The 
children later realize that Olaf only adopted them to get his hands on their fortune, which was only to be used when Violet became of 
age. Eventually he decides to devise a scheme to marry Violet legally to get the money. Fortunately, he doesn’t succeed but manages 
to escape the authorities.  

Volume 2 
The Reptile Room 

 This is the second book in the series. The children are taken into the care of their Uncle Monty, a kind and jolly herpetologist 
(scientist who studies snakes). Violet, Klaus, and Sunny lived happily until Count Olaf shows up disguised as Monty’s new assistant, 
Stefano. Monty doesn’t listen to them when they try to tell him that Stefano is really Count Olaf. This mistake actually cost him his 
life. 

Volume 3 
The Wide Window 

 This is the third book in the series. The Baudelaires are sent to live with their Aunt Josephine. Josephine had a certain love 
for grammar, but she was also petrified of every single little thing. They eventually run into Captain Sham, and of course it is Count 
Olaf in disguise. Aunt Josephine, like Uncle Monty, didn’t listen the children when they said it was Olaf. When she found out it was 
him, he forced her to write a suicide note and jump out the window. Aunt Josephine left a message in the note to Violet, Klaus, and 
Sunny that she was hiding in Curdled Cave, across Lake Lachrymose. They retrieved her, but Count Olaf found them. 

*********You will have to read more to find out what happens!******* 
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by Ethan Darnell 

 

1. Alektorophobia- Fear of chickens. 
2. Arithmophobia - Fear of numbers. 
3. Barophobia- Fear of gravity. 
4. Bufonophobia- Fear of toads. 
5. Coulrophobia- Fear of clowns 
6. Koniophobia- Fear of dust. 
7. Phobophobia- Fear of phobia. 
8. Plutopohbia- Fear of wealth. 
9. Pedophobia- Fear of children. 
10. Ataxophobia- Fear of disorder or untidiness. 
11. Cathisophobia- Fear of sitting down. 
12. Achluophobia- Fear of the dark. 
13. Arithmophobia-  Fear of mathematics and numbers.  
14. Arachibutyrophobia-  Fear of peanut butter sticking to roof of your mouth. 
15. Arachnophobia- Fear of spiders, ask Miss Muffet about this one. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 



         The Crucifixion: Our Sins Are Paid For           TJ  Steinthal 

 
 

 

-Finis- 


